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This year marked the 26th Annual Festival of the Trees facilitated by 
St. Alphonsus Regional Medical Center at The Grove Convention 
Center in Boise, Idaho – and has been the case each year since 2006 – 
the TCA Treasure Valley Chapter continued to contribute to this 
event by making available the hands on display. 
 
The chapter members worked diligently to set up the Terry P. Smith 
Memorial display on Friday November 26th in time for the Saturday 
Family Day at the festival which featured a wide variety of activities 
including breakfast with Santa and a host of dancing entertainment.  
As the festival’s director Jill Aldape put it “we so look forward to 
having you here each year”. 
 
The 8’ x 17’ layout built in 2005 features a charming operational 
display of Lionel trains moving through a variety of Department 56, 
Lemax and Lionel houses and accessories, which continues to 
provide a wonderful avenue of ambassadorship for the train 
collecting and operating hobby.  With four trains running 
independently on the layout, children will often cycle through the 
lines several times to experience operating each of the different 
trains. 
 

 
 

The Terry P. Smith Memorial Children’s Hands-On Layout. 
 

 
 

Eye level view of the detail on the hands-on display. 
 

 
 

Dick Newton guiding a Jr. Engineer through the finer points of model 
train operation. 

 
 

 
 

Volunteers Bernice Myles and Karen Norris provide much needed 
gate keeper service at the entrance to the hands-on display. 

 

 
 

(Left to Right) Jim Jones, Bernice Myles and Mark Flitton instructing 
the finer points of train operation to two more Jr. Engineers. 

 



 
 

Ron Morris instructs yet another budding Engineer in train operation. 
 

 
 

Pictured is Kurt VonTagen with another Jr. operator - each of which 
is on the same assigned number with duel CAB-1 controllers. 

 

 
 

Dick Newton again pictured with another Engineer candidate. 
 

 
 

Bernice Myles guides a very young Engineer to one of four stations 
around the layout. 

 

 
 

A view from the control center of the layout - primary power is fed 
by two Z4000s and control is facilitated by TMCC for the layout. 

 

 
 

Patience - waiting for a station to open up. 
 



 
 

Even the author gets into the act - TCA Treasure Valley Chapter 
Treasurer Derek Myles pictured with yet another eager operator. 
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So what happens when you put two dozen train lovers and their 
spouses together for a holiday party at Phil Myers’ house in the 
Treasure Valley?  We’ll leave it up to the reader to decide based on 
the pictures shot at this past December’s TCA Treasure Valley 
Chapter meeting. 
 
This year’s attendance was a wonderful outcome considering the 
unpredictable snowy weather in the Treasure Valley the week and 
night leading up to the December 18th meeting – but to manipulate a 
phrase for our own advantage – neither snow, nor rain, nor gloom of 
night stays these courageous train lovers from congregation in the 
name of their beloved hobby.  (Makes one wonder what the Greek 
historian Heredotus would think of this adjustment to his phrase.) 
 

 
 
Phil Myers’ incredible seasonal hands-on layout in his living room. 

 

 
 

Bonnie Newton, B.J. Tollinger and Laura Gilkey enjoying the best 
seats in the house! 

 

 
 

Laura Gilkey enjoying the festivities of the evening. 
 



 
 

Karen Morris and Bernice Myles likewise enjoying the Myers’ 
hospitality – away from the mounting snow outside! 

 

  
 

A quick inspection by our host TCA TVC Secretary Phil Myers and 
the celebration is under way! 

 

 
 

TCA TVC President Stan Tollinger greets John Ptacek in the entry. 

 

 
 

Dick Newton stands at the ready. 
 

 
 

Rich Ledyard - next in line. 
 
 



 
 

David Siehl awaits the next guest with Stan. 
 

 
 

Lloyd Gilkey and Ted Thornton find the best spot – in the kitchen! 
 

 
 

Now the fun begins – Jim Jones and Bob Mancus look on as Ron 
Morris operates the crane’s controls. 

 

 
 

Now it’s Bob Mancus’ turn with the help from Jim Jones. 
 

 
 

Not to be left out – the other side of the room gets a go at the controls 
(From left to right facing our host Phil – Jim Boyd, Stan Tollinger, 

Lloyd Gilkey Bob Moore, John Ptacek and Rich Ledyard). 
 

 
 

A close-up reveals it’s Bob Moore at the controls with John Ptacek 
and Rich Ledyard looking on. 


