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Page 1       Logger Index 
 Vice President's Message 
  
Page 2 President's Message 
 
Page  3 Seattle Chapter News 
  Portland Chapter News  
  and Photos 
 
Page 4 & 5 Portland Chapter News  
 and Photos 
  
Page 6 & 7 Pictures from the TCA/TTOS 
 Christmas banquet and the 
 TTOS meet on January 9, 2011 
 
Page 8 Back Page and Chapter Info 

 
ENCLOSURES 

 
·  Meet Registration Page for March  Meet 
·  Auction Sheets for the Auction 
·  5 separate pages of Treasure Valley 

 information and  pictures 

DIVISION MEET AT THE MOOSE 
LODGE – MARCH 6, 2011 

 
Breakfast (with lunch) is $6.00 

 
Lunch only is $6.00 

 

Check the proper boxes on the 
registration form if you are eating 
breakfast or lunch. 
 
Please check your math when you 
determine your total and include the 
$5.00 registration fee in the GRAND 
TOTAL 

 

The Holidays are behind us but the pictures that are included in this edition of the 
LOGGER depict just how busy the Chapters and Division have been spreading the 
joy and wonder of trains.   
 
We have many people that have provided the pictures and words and we wish to 
thank them all.    Neil Whitehead (TTOS Waybill Editor) and Joe Brozman (TTOS 
member and photographer) provided the  picture below - an incredible shot of the 
Aloha Mall layout.  It shows most of what it looks like from one vantage point.  
Usually there are just pictures of unique particular areas but this overall view really 
shows it off.    
 
On pages 6 and 7, there are many more pictures that Joe Brozman provided and 
they are from the joint TCA/TTOS Christmas banquet that was held on December 
9, 2010 at the Monarch Hotel in Clackamas, Oregon as well as the meet that was 
held on January 9, 2011 at the Aloha Mall.   
 
The Christmas Banquet event was well attended by nearly 80 people and the whole 
event was fantastic.  We all participated in the lively auction and then - the 
banquet.  The food was terrific.    
 
Rob Cook, the Portland Chapter Newsletter Editor always provides incredible 
pictures of their monthly meets.  His pictures are on pages 4 and 5.   
 
I certainly wish to thank all of these members for the great photo job they do and 
the wonderful pictures they take so all can enjoy. 
 

Richard Flinchbaugh 
Vice President, PNWD TCA 
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Frank Geczi 
 12508-206th Pl. S. E. 
 Issaquah, WA  98027 
 Phone:  425-271-1547 
 e-mail:  FrankGeczi@aol.com 
 


���	���������	
Richard C. Flinchbaugh 
 36066-57th Ave. So. 
  Auburn, WA  98001 
  Phone:  253-939-2228 
  e-mail:  rflinchbau@aol.com	
 

������
��	
Larry May 
 1158 97th St. E. 
 Tacoma, WA  98445 
  Phone:  253-548-8411 
  e-mail:  lwmay@harbornet.com 
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������������	������	
Barbara Flinchbaugh 
  36066-57th Ave. So. 
  Auburn, WA  98001 
  Phone:  253-939-2228 
  e-mail:  rflinchbau@aol.com 
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J. Michael Bowerman 
 4410 231st PL SW 
 Mountlake Terrace, WA  98043 
 Phone:  425-778-8750 
 e-mail:  jmbowerman@msn.com 
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����	���������	
Steve D'Ambrosia  
 21920 SE Mark Road 
 Clackamas OR 97015-8756 
 Phone  - 503-449-8756 
 email - slincoln52@hotmail.com 
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Michael E. Peck 
 550 N. Sierra View 
 Eagle, ID  83616 
 Phone:  208-375-9464 
 e-mail:  michaelpeck2001@yahoo.com 
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���	
Steve Ramsdell 
 3886 NE Roosevelt St. 
 Bremerton, WA  98311-9633 
 Phone:  360-478-6435 
 e-mail:  sgram@q.com 
  
Dennis Tichi 
 P.O. Box 529 
 Woodinville, WA  98072-1005 
 Phone:  425-788-8910 
 e-mail:  goofytrainman@msn.com 
 
 

TCA Mission 
 

To develop an appreciation of and to preserve an 
important segment of history – Tinplate Toy Trains – 
through research, education, community outreach, 
fellowship, establishment of collecting standards, and 
to promote the growth and enjoyment of collecting 
and operating toy, model and scale trains 
 

The views expressed by the contributors to this 
publication are theirs and not necessarily the view 
of the Editor, Pacific Northwest Division or the 
Train Collector's Association. 

A 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation 

 

 

This 2010 was a good year for the Pacific 
Northwest Division.  All three chapters 
were active and provided operating trains 
for the public to see.   

The Seattle Chapter did the Lake City train show in August where we 
show the children how to operate the trains using the TMCC controllers. 
The children always look forward to this show and keep coming back.   
 
The Treasure Valley Chapter's "Children’s Hands-on Layout" was the 
main attraction for the Festival of Trees celebration in Boise in 
December. This is a hit with the children.  Derek D.W. Myles, TCA 
Treasure Valley Chapter Treasurer provided the separate articles and 
photos for inclusion in this LOGGER to show case the Festival of Trees 
as well as  the traditional Christmas Open House at Phil Meyers home.  
 
The Portland Chapter opened their Aloha Mall club house In December 
to be viewed by the public. There are photos and article of this event in 
this news letter.  With the involvement of PNWD chapters with children 
and their parents the model railroading hobby will have a good future.  
 
The train auction of a modern day Lionel and MTH train collection 
which was scheduled for the last division meet did not occur due to 
transportation problems getting the trains to the PNWD meet. This 
auction will occur during the next PNWD meet, March 6. This auction 
will consist of approximately 300 items either to be sold individually or 
in lots.  An auction list is included with this Logger for your review. 
 
We are coming to the end of an era in the PNWD as stated in my letter 
sent to all active PNWD members.  Dick Flinchbaugh (Vice President), 
Barbara Flinchbaugh (Treasurer) and Frank Geczi (President) are 
resigning from our positions on June 30, 2011.  We need volunteers 
identified by April 10 to be included on a ballot to be mailed out with the 
spring news letter so that an election can occur if more than one 
volunteer steps forward for the vacant positions.  The ballot is required to 
be complete by the June 5, 2011 division meet.  
 
Don’t forget the TCA National fund drive. Forms will be provided at the 
division meet. TCA National needs the money to help pay for the 
operating expenses. If all the PNWD members would donate $10.00 it 
would provide approximately $2200.00 to help the National TCA 
organization. These donations will help keep the dues from increasing.  
 
 

Frank Geczi 
President PNWD TCA 
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SEATTLE CHAPTER NEWS 
 

The winter update is always a fun one to write because we 
are traditionally coasting along after the train collecting 
hype of the fall and holiday seasons. The Seattle Chapter’s 
free admittance Christmas Meet was predictably better than 
last year.  If it wasn’t for the record overnight rainfall (and 
the flooded parking lot) we would have easily approached 
the attendance of a much bigger event.  As it was we had 47 
members signed in at the front desk and this did not include 
the individuals who had to squeeze through the side doors 
due to the flooding.  I apologize for the inconveniences 
some of you went through.  Despite the inclement weather it 
was a great holiday meet and those of you who braved the 
conditions had a good time.  The good attendance and brisk 
train sells continued through the January meet where another 
47 members (this time paying the door fee) signed in at front 
desk attendance.   
 
There is some concern from the Pacific Northwest Division 
that the Seattle Chapter is too relaxed about enforcing 
attendance rules.  To help promote TCA and Division 
membership I have always encouraged local TCA members 
to attend a Seattle Chapter meet.  Plus, a member can bring a 
guest.  But there are limitations.  A club usually protects its 
interest with rules, sometimes called bylaws.  I have been 
reminded a non-TCA member’s attendance is limited to two 
meets.  A TCA National member is limited to one meet.  If 
they would like to attend further meets they must be a 
registered TCA National member, and secondary, they must 
be a registered PNWD member.  TCA National and PNWD 
registration forms are always on the front desk.  Rules are 
fine but enforcement is another issue.  I have trouble finding 
the time to effectively monitor the Seattle Chapter’s 
attendance.  In February the Chapter will make a renewed 
effort to supply a guest badge to non-division attendees.  It 
is hoped the Division members in attendance will not only 
assist the Chapter in monitoring the guest number of 
attendances but encourage them in joining the Division.   
         
After the 2009 schedule change (a move from the fourth 
Sunday to the second Sunday of the month) the Seattle 
Chapter seems to be progressing well.  It’s been our 
philosophy to follow the KIS principle (keep it simple).  
Business meetings are short with few motions.  There are 
few complaints and when ask if there are any questions or 
concerns the response is minimal.  This may be a sign of 
general content with possibly a little apathy thrown in (“let’s 
get on with the auction” sometimes is the general sentiment) 
but, as far as I’m concerned, this is acceptable.  We are 
currently maintaining a small checking balance and enjoy a 
spacious meeting hall.  However, as most of us know, this 
may not be the case in the near future.  There are signs that 
the status quo will be changing and it would be a mistake to 
wait to the last minute.  I will start encouraging the Chapter 
to take a closer look what may be in store for us and what 
can be done to help resolve the unavoidable issues down the 
road. 
 
The Chapter welcomes the return of Dick Walters to our 
board of directors as our new secretary.   Dick’s enthusiasm, 
auctioneering skills, and TCA experience is a welcome 
addition.   
 
Happy Railroading, 
 
Mike Bowerman / Seattle Chapter President 

NEWS FROM THE PORTLAND CHAPTER  
 
The annual Open House held on December 19 is now but another ghost 
of Christmas past.  We had a turn-out from the public that was a bit less 
than in previous years with about 125 attendees.  Everyone else was out 
shopping, reviving the economy, right?.  We collected 141 pounds of 
food for the Oregon Food Bank.  But best of all, we had a really good 
turn-out from members with a count of 22. A substantial portion of 
those members were essentially there for the whole day, and a big kudos 
goes out to all who made the event run like a Japanese railroad. 
  
On another note, I'm SURE that most of you have had the opportunity 
by now to read the latest issue of the TCA Quarterly, and couldn't help 
but notice that our own Tom Steeves was the subject of a full 2-page 
feature article ..... the man -- KID -- with the most enviable job in the 
world (or at least Salem).  Great story, Tom, and it's obvious that this 
was self-penned in his own unique style.  No ghost-writers here. 
 

Words and pictures submitted by Rob Cook,  
Portland Chapter Newsletter Editor. 

 

 
This is the scene that first greeted visitors to th e family-friendly clubhouse  

...

 
Another favorite of the Open House is this amusemen t area, where members 
of the public can operate the rides.  Rick Rose's h ard work finally seems to 
have yielded  dividends as the amusement park's miniature railroa d (OK, an 
N scale freight set) operated rather smoothly  throughout the afternoon.  
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MORE PICTURES FROM THE ALOHA MALL  - provided by Ro b Cook 

 
The pre-war era was represented by Rob Cook's  Flyi ng Yankee set  

 
Dan Eskeldson brought this classic early post-war s team set which looks eerily similar to a 1945 463W.  

 

  
Peter Schuytema's TrainMaster hauls a consist past the bridge beyond the amusement park.  
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An SE5 bi-plane flies CAP over an airfield jointly occupied by Corsairs, Mustangs, Zeros, Vals and Kat es 

 (and a few classic muscle cars).  
 

 
 

If it's Union Pacific, it's got to have Terry Parke r's fingerprints on it somewhere ...  
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PICTURES PROVIDED ON THE NEXT TWO PAGES WERE TAKEN BY PHOTOGRAPHER, JOE BROZMAN 
AND WORDS FROM NEIL WHITEHEAD,  EDITOR FOR THE TTOS WAYBILL.  WE SINCERELY 
APPRECIATE THEIR COOPERATION  IN SHARING THE PICTURES AND WORDS FROM THEIR JANUARY 
2011 PUBLICATION COVERING THE CHRISTMAS BANQUET AND THE JANUARY 9TH MEET IN THE 
ALOHA MALL.   

 
The banquet tables at the Christmas Banquet on December 12, 2010 

 
Richard Flinchbaugh and  Lynn Nystrom  

with the Marx trains. 

Happy New Year!  Over seventy-five TTOS and TCA members spouses and guests, celebrated 2010 with our Holiday 
Banquet in December.  Two-thirds of them won door prizes of various types and values, wrapped and unwrapped, many of 
which had been procured by Tom Steeves, Steve D'Ambrosia, Gary Trapp and others, some from Whistle Stop Hobby Shop.  
Santa Tom and his happy helpers organized and dispenses the prizes.  Linda Brant fashioned "chew-chew" loco table 
decorations and her husband Bill, along with his team of runners, conducted an entertaining and highly profitable treasury 
donation auction.  Everyone enjoyed the marvelous Marx-a-running displays which Lynn Nystrom and David Serres set up.    
 
Steve D'Ambrosia did an outstanding job of organizing our January meet with its delicious oriental buffet for a couple dozen 
appreciative attendees at the Aloha Clubhouse.  Tom Steeves, Bill Brant, Ray Gallahan, Lynn Nystrom, Rick Rose, Tom 
Baldwin and others helped carry the load and Joe Brozman's photos indicate that everyone had a good time.   

 
 

Pat Itzen and Al Merris taking care of the front desk 

 
  

David Serres' Marx-a-running train display 
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The other end of this great wall with all the 
memorabilia at the Aloha Mall 

 
Check out all those wonderful trains that were on the auction at the banquet.  The bidding was fast and furious. 

Tom Baldwin showing off his door prize that he won. 

 
 

Another view of the layout at the Aloha Mall. 

 
 

Another view of the inside of the Aloha Mall - - 
a great shot of all the memorabilia on the wall. 
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FI RST CLASS MAIL  

 
 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seattle Chapter Meets 
 

The Seattle Chapter meets are now held on 
the 2nd Sunday of the month at the Lake City 
Community Center, 12531-28th Ave. NE, 
Seattle WA, Doors open 9:00 AM,  Contact  - -  
 
Mike Bowerman. 425-778-8750 
 

The next meet will be February 13, 2011 
  
  
 
 
 
 

Barbara Flinchbaugh, Editor 
Train Collectors Association 
Pacific Northwest Division 
36066-57th Ave. So. 
Auburn, WA  98001-9306 
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Portland Chapter Meets 
 

The Portland Chapter meets are held the 3rd 
Sunday of the month at the Aloha Mall, 
18631 SW Tualatin Valley Highway  @ 
corner of SW 185th Ave., Aloha, OR   9:00 
AM to 1:00 PM, Meeting and Auction, 
Contact - - 
 
Steve D’Ambrosia,  503-658-4383 
 
The next meet will be February 20, 2011  
 

 
 

 REMEMBER 
YOU CAN SEE THE LOGGER IN 

BEAUTIFUL COLOR – JUST LOG ON TO 
OUR WEBSITE:   www.traincollector.org  

ENTER THE SITE & click on 
NEWSLETTERS - - ENJOY!!! 


