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HAPPY 
HOLIDAYS 

 

 

 

 

 

THE OKTOBERFEST 2-DAY MEET 
PICTURES ARE FEATURED BELOW AND  

ON PAGE 3. 
 

The fabulous catered “Oktoberfest” dinner that was 
served on Saturday evening, with nearly 80 people in 
attendance, was enjoyed by all.  Frank Geczi also 
mentioned the meet in his President’s Message on 
page 2 of this Logger.    Over 20 wives were in 
attendance with their member husbands and a special 
drawing was done to honor them.   Stan Zajdel’s wife 
was the recipient of the decorated fall basket filled 
with gourds. 
 

 

The highlight of the meet was the 2 layouts that were there for all 
to enjoy.  A group of our members came all the way from Boise, 
ID (a 450 mile trip – one way) and brought their famous 8 x 17 
foot Children’s Hands-on-Layout for all to enjoy.  The Pierce 
County Lionel Club brought their big 12 x 22 foot layout that ran 
both days.         
           THE LAYOUTS WERE AWESOME!!! 
 

The entire Pacific Northwest Division wishes to thank all those 
people who worked together to bring those layouts to the meet.  It 
was no small task to undertake and have everything work so 
smoothly. 
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THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

The highlight for the Division during the last 
3 months was the fall meet at Chehalis. This 
was a 2 day public meet which included an 
Oktoberfest dinner for the PNWD members 
who stayed Saturday night. There were 
sausages, sauerkraut, hot German potato 
salad, red cabbage, glazed carrots and salad. 
It was topped off with a piece of apple pie 
alamode. 

TCA Mission 
 

To develop an appreciation of and to preserve an important 
segment of history – Tinplate Toy Trains – through 
research, education, community outreach, fellowship, 
establishment of collecting standards, and to promote the 
growth and enjoyment of collecting and operating toy, 
model and scale trains 
 

The views expressed by the contributors to this 
publication are theirs and not necessarily the view of the 
Editor, Pacific Northwest Division or the Train Collector's 
Association. 
 

President 
Frank Geczi 
12508-206th Pl. S.E. 
Issaquah, WA  98027 
Phone:  425-271-1547 
e-mail:  frankgeczi@aol.com 
 

Vice President 
Richard Flinchbaugh 
36066-57th Ave. So. 
Auburn, WA  98001-9306 
Phone:  253-939-2228 
Fax:      253-804-3561 
e-mail:  rflinchbau@aol.com 
 

Secretary 
J. Michael Bowerman 
4410 231st Pl SW 
Mountlake Terrace, WA  98043 
Phone:  425-778-8750 
e-Mail:  jmbowerman@msn.com 
 

Treasurer/Logger Editor 
Barbara Flinchbaugh 
36066-57th Ave. So. 
Auburn, WA  98001-9306 
Phone:  253-939-2228 
FAX:  253-804-3561 
e-mail:  rflinchbau@aol.com 
 

Seattle Chapter President 
Richard Walters 
5815 71st Ave. W. 
University Place, WA   
Phone:  253-565-2371 
e-mail:  walters1221@comcast.net 
 
Portland Chapter Officers 
Steve D'Ambrosia  
21920 SE Mark Road 
Clackamas OR 97015-8756 
Phone  - 503-658-4383 
E-mail:  slincoln52@comcast.net  
 

Treasure Valley Chapter President 
Bill von Tagen 
1114 N. 7th  
Boise, ID  83702 
Phone:  208-345-1728 
e-mail:  wvontagen@msn.com 
 

 
PNWD BOD Members at Large 

 John Kirry 
 3007 – 79th Ave. Ct. NW 
 Gig Harbor, WA  98332-8818 
 Phone:  253-265-1466 
 e-mail:  kirry@centurytel.net 
 
 Steve Ramsdell 
 3886 NE Roosevelt St. 
 Bremerton, WA  98311-9633 
 Phone:  360-478-6435 
 e-mail:  sstgrram@earthlink.net 
 
 
 

 

The Treasure Valley Chapter brought their “hands-on-layout” for children to operate. This 
provided the children an educational opportunity to learn how to operate trains with walk-
around remotes.  
 
Although the division meet at Chehalis was the highlight of the division for the last 3 
months it was also a disappointment due to the lack of support from the PNWD members. 
Out of approximately 300 members only about 70 attended the division meet.  It takes a 
lot of work and funds to set up the meet with a return that was very small.  The PNWD 
members need to attend and support the division meets to make them a real success. Also 
the Portland chapter is at a critical time where it may be dissolved.  The Portland Chapter 
News Editor, Tom Steeves and Treasurer, Al Merris are resigning.  Tom has also 
supported as an acting president since Steve D’Ambrosia has been traveling and not been 
able to support the chapter.  If the Portland Chapter cannot find members to fulfill the roll 
of the officers, the Chapter may have to be dissolved. 
 
PNWD Elections for the Vice President, Secretary and a member at large officer occurred 
at the Chehalis October meet. This election was for two year terms. The existing 
President, Treasurer and a member at large will remain in their positions for one additional 
year and be re-elected in October 2008.  This will provide a continuity of officers since all 
PNWD officers will not replaced at the same time. There was one nominee each for each 
position that will expire this year. They are Dave Walsh (Vice President), Richard Walters 
(Secretary), and Dennis Tichi (member at large). A request for nominations from the floor 
did not produce any additional candidates.  Since there was only one nomination for each 
position a motion was made to elect the new officers at the meeting.  They were 
unanimously elected to their positions. The PNWD officers are as follows 
 
 President Frank Geczi 
 Vice-President Dave Walsh 
 Treasurer Barbara Flinchbaugh 
 Secretary Richard Walters 
 Member-at-Large Steve Ramsdell 
 Member-at-Large Dennis Tichi 
 
Richard Walters is now the newly elected Secretary for the Pacific Northwest Division.  
See his article on page 4 regarding the Seattle Chapter nominations for officers.  Voting 
will take place on November 25th.    Let’s have a big turnout. 
 
A copy of the minutes of the General Membership meeting that was held in Chehalis on 
October 28, 2007 is included for all members to see.  Increases to the membership dues 
starting in 2009, as well as meet and table fees to be paid at the meets, starting in 
2008, were approved by the members. 
 
Here’s looking forward to a rewarding Thanksgiving and Christmas season of operating 
toy trains for the enjoyment of both children and adults in our area... 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
 
Frank Geczi 
President of the PNWD TCA 
 
 

 A 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation 
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DON’T FORGET TO PAY YOUR DUES  
BEFORE THE END OF THE YEAR. 

 
 

For those of you who have already paid – we say a great big THANK YOU.   
Approximately one-third of our members have done so but that still leaves about 175 members to go.  

Remember – after the first of the year the dues will be $15.00  
 

The dues form was included in the September/October Logger.  If you have misplaced yours,  
just log on to our website:   www.traincollector.org and hit the ENTER tab. 

 

On the front page you will see the link to both the PNWD dues form  
as well as one for the National TCA 

 
 

Greetings from the Seattle Chapter! 
 

 
Off and running into fall and winter! 
 
Chapter elections of officers for 2008 will be held on November 25, 2007 during our membership meeting. 
The current list of nominees is noted below. 
 

President: Mike Bowerman 
Vice-President: Ed Anderson 
Treasurer: Dick Rock 
Secretary: Tom Borrud 

 
Calendar of upcoming chapter meets: 
 
November 25, 2007 
December 2007 – No meet 
January 27, 2008 
February 24, 2008 
March 2008 – No meet (Easter Sunday) 
 
On behalf of your Board of Directors, I want to thank all of the members, their families and their guests for 
attending and supporting your Seattle chapter meets.  
 
I also wish to thank the current Board of Directors for their strong support and attentiveness to chapter needs; 
it has been a pleasure working with you the past two years! 
 
My best for a wonderful Holiday season, a Happy Hanukkah, a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
 

Dick Walters 
President, Seattle Chapter 

 
 



TCA PACIFIC NORTHWEST DIVISION November/December 2007 

 

5 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Riding the Rails in the Good Old Days – Part VI 
Going Home 

 
My last installment stopped with my being in a hospital in Paris, recovering from a wound received in battle in 
November, 1944.  By now it is February 1945 and I leave this hospital to board an Army DC3 at Le Bourge Field.  
The short flight to England over the English Channel took me to a new hospital for a week, after which I went to 
Yorkshire on another DC3.  In March I had yet another flight to Glasgow, Scotland. 
 
No one had yet built a railroad across the north Atlantic so I had to go home on the Queen Mary.  From the deck of 
the lighter, which took us from a pier to the ship, I was awe struck by this immense vessel. 
 
By now I was on crutches and could leave the stateroom (4 patients) and go around the deck.  I made frequent trips 
around the deck despite gale winds and was inspired by this marvelous ship. 
 
Once in the states I moved quickly to a hospital in Butler, PA and in a few weeks was using a cane.  I soon 
received orders for a 30-day furlough and orders to report to Ft. Story, Virginia. 
 
I traveled by bus to Pittsburgh, purchased my ticket for Philadelphia and with barracks bag over my shoulder and 
the cane in my right hand, made my way to the gate.  Several trains men were there and greeted me.  One opened 
the gate, another took my barracks bag and a third helped me up the steps of the empty coach.  He took me to the 
middle of the car (smoothest ride is there), turned the seat back of a second seat so I could sit and put my foot up 
on the other seat.  He thanked me for my service, which brought tears to my eyes, said he would alert the crew of 
my presence and told me not to hesitate to ask for any help at all.  This “pre-boarding” of an empty train was an act 
of consideration which I have always remembered. 
 
The K-4 Pacific eased out of the station and through the yard and in a short time we were up to speed (70 MPH).  
The train (like most war-time trains) was filled with some passengers standing.  This was my first time to cross the 
state by train and I loved every minute of it.  The highlight of the trip was descending the Horseshoe Curve.  
Westbound trains climb the curve.  We eased down the hill at about 25 MPH and enjoyed the moment when we 
saw the front end directly opposite us.  This was when half the train was in the middle of the curve. 
 
Many years later a K-4 Pacific (the PRR had 454 on its roster) would be on display on the curve.  The plaque 
stated that it “had traveled 3 million miles – a tribute to the men who made it”.  That loco is now restored and pulls 
excursion trains. 
 
At Lewistown a horde of Penn State students boarded the train which made the aisles almost impossible.  We 
would have no room to move until some got off at stations down the line. 
 

I now recall my arrival at Philadelphia with words from the book, Black Beauty. 
“My troubles are all behind me; I am home at last.” 

 
Submitted by Wm. “Bill” Hollingsworth 

 
 

���������	� �

The PNWD extends their condolences to the family of 
Melvin Lund who passed away October 13, 2007. 

 

Mel will be missed at the PNWD train meets. 
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Seattle Chapter Meets 
 

The Seattle Chapter meets are held the 4th Sunday of the month at the Lake City 
Community Center, 12531-28th Ave. NE, Seattle WA, Doors open 9:00 AM, 
Dick Walters (253) 565-2371 
 
 

November 17-18  Great Train Expo in Puyallup, WA at the 
Western Washington Fairgrounds – 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 

November 25 -  regular fourth Sunday TCA meet 
 

December 15-16  Great Train Expo in Ridgefield, WA 
(north of Vancouver at the Clark County Fairgrounds 
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.   (www.trainexpoinc.com) 
 
 

No December meet in Seattle 
 
January 27, 2008 
February 24, 2008 
March 2008 – No meet (Easter Sunday) 
 

Barbara Flinchbaugh, Editor 
Train Collectors Association 
Pacific Northwest Division 
36066-57th Ave. So. 
Auburn, WA  98001-9306 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

Portland Chapter Meets 
 

The Portland Chapter meets are held the 3rd Sunday of the month at the 
Aloha Mall, 18631 SW Tualatin Valley Highway  @ corner of SW 185th 
Ave., Aloha, OR   9:00 AM to 1:00 PM,  Meeting and Auction, contact 
Steve D’Ambrosia, (503) 658-4383 
 

 
November 17-18  Great Train Expo in Puyallup, WA at 
the Western Washington Fairgrounds – 10:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m.   (www.trainexpoinc.com) 
 

December 15-16  Great Train Expo in Ridgefield, WA 
(north of Vancouver at the Clark County Fairgrounds 
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.   (www.trainexpoinc.com) 
 
December 16-Annual Open House for the public  
(Noon-4:00 p.m.) 

 
 

 REMEMBER - -  
You can see the LGOGER in beautiful color – 

Just log on to our web site:   
www.traincollector.org 

Enter the site and click on Newsletters - - 
ENJOY!!! 


