
����������	
��
�
��������� �

������������������������ ����
����

��������	�
�������������	�
�������������	�
�������������	�
������ ����
����
����
����
���� ���
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

���������	�
�����
���������	�
�����
���������	�
�����
���������	�
�����
 ��� � 





 

LOGGER INDEX  
 

Page 1       Logger Index 
 President's Message 
  

Page 2 Vice President's Message 
 

Page  3 Seattle Chapter News 
 Portland Chapter News & Photos 
 

Page 4 Portland Chapter News & Photos 
Page 5 In Memoriam 
Page 6 Part XII "Riding the Rails" by 
 Wm. "Bill" Hollingsworth 
Page 7 Merle Parise layout pictures 
Page 8 Back Page and Chapter Info 

 
ENCLOSURES 

 
·  Meet Registration Page for  
  November Meet 
·  2011 Dues Form 
·  Minutes of the June, 2010 meet 

 

DIVISION MEET AT THE MOOSE 
LODGE – NOV. 7, 2010 

 
Breakfast (with lunch) is $6.00 

 
Lunch only is $6.00 

 
Check the proper boxes on the 
registration form if you are eating 
breakfast or lunch. 
 
Please check your math when you 
determine your total and include 
the $5.00 registration fee in the 
GRAND TOTAL 

 
 

 

 

On November 7, 2010 we are looking forward to 
another meet at the Moose Lodge with two great meals, 
a hot breakfast and lunch for $6.00.   After lunch there 
will be a train auction of 75 lots from a local train 
collection, consisting of mostly modern day MTH and 
some Lionel.  Matt Graves is the person coordinating 
this auction. 
 

Due to the revised TCA National by-laws the election of Pacific Northwest Officers has been 
delayed 6 months.  The present officers will remain on the job until June 30, 2011.  This matches 
the TCA National election period.  At the next election, volunteers will be needed to be placed on 
the ballot for two year terms for President and Treasurer.  The Secretary and Vice-President will 
be elected for a one year term.  This is a one time voting for the single term for these two officers 
only.   A ballot is required to be complete by the March 5, 2011 division meet.   Any discussion or 
answers will be available at our next meet on November 7th at the Moose Lodge. 
 

The Pacific Northwest operating procedures are in the process of being written. These are 
required since TCA National have updated their by-laws to be in line with the Pennsylvania 
corporate laws. The Pacific Northwest Division is required to adopt the new TCA National by-
laws to maintain the TCA non-profit status. The PNWD will follow the TCA National by-laws 
with a set of operating rules which identifies those items which do not apply to PNWD TCA. 
Included in the operating rules will be specific Pacific Northwest items such as dues 
determination.  This is required to come in line with the TCA rewritten by-laws to maintain our 
tax free status.   
 

The Lake City Founder’s Day festival on August 6 and August 7 was a success. There were three 
trains running which were operated by the children. The supporting PNWD members gave the 
children some simple instructions on the operation of the TMCC controller. We gave them the 
controller and they operate the trains. The PNWD members that helped had as much fun as the 
children that operated the trains.  As can be seen on the pictures below, both the children and 
PNWD TCA members that participated had fun.   
 

Don’t forget the TCA National fund drive. Forms will be provided at the division meet. TCA 
National needs the money to help pay for the operating expenses. The TCA National Appeal for 
2009-2010 had a challenge to reach $25,000.00 which was met. Because of this the `2009-2010' 
got an extra donation of $5.000.00.  The 2010-2011 goal is $50,000.00.  If all the PNWD 
members would donate $10.00 it would provide approximately $2,000.00 to help the National 
TCA organization. 

Frank Geczi 
President PNWD TCA 
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 12508-206th Pl. S. E. 
 Issaquah, WA  98027 
 Phone:  425-271-1547 
 e-mail:  FrankGeczi@aol.com 
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Richard C. Flinchbaugh 
 36066-57th Ave. So. 
  Auburn, WA  98001 
  Phone:  253-939-2228 
  e-mail:  rflinchbau@aol.com	
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Larry May 
 1158 97th St. E. 
 Tacoma, WA  98445 
  Phone:  253-548-8411 
  e-mail:  lwmay@harbornet.com 
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Barbara Flinchbaugh 
  36066-57th Ave. So. 
  Auburn, WA  98001 
  Phone:  253-939-2228 
  e-mail:  rflinchbau@aol.com 
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J. Michael Bowerman 
 4410 231st PL SW 
 Mountlake Terrace, WA  98043 
 Phone:  425-778-8750 
 e-mail:  jmbowerman@msn.com 
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Steve D'Ambrosia  
 21920 SE Mark Road 
 Clackamas OR 97015-8756 
 Phone  - 503-449-8756 
 email - slincoln52@hotmail.com 
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Michael E. Peck 
 550 N. Sierra View 
 Eagle, ID  83616 
 Phone:  208-375-9464 
 e-mail:  michaelpeck2001@yahoo.com 
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Steve Ramsdell 
 3886 NE Roosevelt St. 
 Bremerton, WA  98311-9633 
 Phone:  360-478-6435 
 e-mail:  sgram@q.com 
  
 

Dennis Tichi 
 P.O. Box 529 
 Woodinville, WA  98072-1005 
 Phone:  425-788-8910 
 e-mail:  goofytrainman@msn.com 

TCA Mission 
 

To develop an appreciation of and to preserve an 
important segment of history – Tinplate Toy Trains – 
through research, education, community outreach, 
fellowship, establishment of collecting standards, and 
to promote the growth and enjoyment of collecting 
and operating toy, model and scale trains 
 

The views expressed by the contributors to this 
publication are theirs and not necessarily the view 
of the Editor, Pacific Northwest Division or the 
Train Collector's Association. 

A 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation 
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If so, there are some very serious issues to be dealt with. 
 

·  An election committee to be formed 
·  Persons who will be willing to serve as officers need to be 

identified 
·  The offices that will have to be filled are as follows: 

 
 For a 2 year term - PRESIDENT AND TREASURER 
  
 For a 1 year term - VICE PRESIDENT AND 
  SECRETARY 
 

·  A new editor for the newsletter - the LOGGER 
·  A new webmaster 

 
These changes are necessary, and Frank Geczi spelled things out in 
his President's Message.  We have to be in compliance with the 
changes to the National TCA By-Laws. 
 
The Board of Directors, as well as the members, held a discussion at 
the June Meet regarding the continuance of the LOGGER in the 
printed form.   A temporary decision was made that starting in 2011, 
the LOGGER would be placed on the web site, along with dues 
forms, registration pages and any other items deemed necessary.   
 
An e-mail would be sent to all members that have that capability to 
receive one, informing them that the LOGGER is ready for viewing 
on the web site and any and all items can be printed right off the 
web site. 
 
The reproduction of the LOGGER, as well as the price of the 
postage, is very expensive.   No longer can more than 4 pages be 
folded in half and stapled.   They become too thick for the 
automated machinery in the post office.  Therefore, all have to go 
into the proper size envelopes and the postage goes up.  Most of the 
time, the postage is over $1.00 for each mailing.   To purchase the 
envelopes and do the mailing, that is well over $200 for just one 
issue and could be greatly reduced by sending out only the few that 
would have to be mailed to those who do not have a hook-up to E-
mail. 
 
IF NO CHANGES ARE MADE AND WE GET NO ONE WHO 
WILL "STEP UP TO THE PLATE" TO SERVE AS 
OFFICERS, AN EDITOR AND WEBMASTER, THE PACIFIC 
NORTHWEST DIVISION TCA WILL CEASE TO EXIST.     
 IS THIS WHAT YOU WANT? 

 

Richard Flinchbaugh 
 Vice President, PNWD TCA 
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SEATTLE CHAPTER NEWS 
 

I would like to thank all the TCA members 
who made this summer’s Seattle Chapter 
meets a success.  July and September meets 
were well attended but our August get-
together, usually our least attended meet, is 
what put us over the top.  Previous to the 
meet we were contacted by TCA member 
Lindsey Schroeppel.  He needed to sell a 
large collection of trains in a hurry.  The 
Seattle Chapter was more than happy to 
supply the time and place.  It not only 
attracted our biggest summer attendance in 
years but proved to be very beneficial for 
both Lindsey and the Chapter.  As many have 
predicted we are seeing an increasing number 
of toy train estate auctions.  What better place 
to hold these auctions than your local TCA 
Pacific Northwest Division and Seattle 
Chapter.  A special thank you to Frank Geczi 
for handling the auctioneer duties.   
 

Toy train collecting is heading into its busy 
Fall season and the October 10th Seattle 
Chapter meet is one of our best attended 
events of the year.  Among other things all 
board of director positions are open for 
nominations.  This year the Seattle Chapter 
must find a replacement for our current 
secretary, Tom Borrud.  Tom has done an 
outstanding job as chapter secretary.  
However, he is finding it difficult to attend 
meets because of his increasing 
responsibilities as a Boeing 787 electrical 
engineer.  Comparatively speaking Chapter 
officers have little responsibility and it’s a 
good way to know your club better.   Please 
forward your nominations to this email 
address or speak up at the October meet. 
 

To avoid numerous scheduling conflicts 
(such as the Nov. 7th PNWD Fall Meet in 
Chehalis, the Nov. 13th Boeing Employees 
Annual Swap meet in Kent, the Nov. 13th & 
14th Great Train Expo at the Puyallup 
Fairgrounds, and the Thanksgiving holiday) 
there is no Seattle Chapter meet in 
November.  However, our newly scheduled 
December meet is a different matter.  We not 
only have the December 12th date to 
ourselves but it’s an excellent time to 
celebrate a good year by holding our 2nd 
annual Christmas Meet.  Once again, we are 
offering free admission, food, and 
refreshments from 8:00 AM to 12:00 noon 
for all TCA members and their families.  As 
usual, it is an open box meet with free trading 
tables.  So come one and all.  Take a break 
from the hectic holiday shopping scene, bring 
your trains, and have a good time. 
 

See you at Lake City and Happy Railroading.  
 

Mike Bowerman / Seattle Chapter President         
 

PORTLAND CHAPTER NEWS 
Rob Cook, Editor 

 
The July 18 meet was attended by about 12 members and lots of accompanying trains.  So 
many trains that the photographer ran out of digital disk space. There was an auction, 
otherwise known as the Ray Gallahan Memorial Charity Donation Give-away Event. 
Really, there were a couple of outstanding values to be had. (But you HAD to be there .... 
please read the last paragraph below ...). 
 

OK guys ....... we need to pay particular attention to the following item received from Rick 
Rose :  After over six years of opening and setting up tables and refreshments at the Aloha 
clubhouse, I must reluctantly step down. The August 15th meet  will be the last month I 
will be able to open and set up the meet. I still plan on attending every month but I am not 
able to arrive early. I will be happy to show anyone what I do.   

Sincerely, Rick Rose  
First off, I think we all need to applaud Rick for the excellent, and sometimes thankless 
and under-appreciated, job of preparing the clubhouse for our enjoyment.  Sunday meet 
mornings have generally gone off without a hitch and that's in large part to Rick's behind 
the scenes preparation.  Second, I would like volunteers who are wiling to take on this task 
to email me so we can coordinate the transition of duties.  Let's think outside the box if 
necessary.  Perhaps some of you can open on even numbered months, others on odd.  Or, 
if we change the start time by an hour, perhaps a more accommodating schedule can be 
constructed. 
 

Whatever the suggestion, this IS something we need to address ..... and soon!!!  Be 
prepared with a plan on Sunday ..... $$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 
 

And to continue with the mental gymnastics ....... TCA Chapter Treasurer Allen 
Bennett has completed our financial reports that will be forwarded to the national TCA 
level for inclusion in TCA's consolidated financial and tax statements for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 2010.  On average, we lose about $20 per month cash on the monthly 
meets. However, fund-raising activities such as the annual Christmas Open House and 
auction proceeds have compensated for this shortfall, and the cash in the bank has actually 
increased by about $400 over the past year. With just 4 more attendees on a monthly basis, 
we will break even on the monthly meet operations. Our average (paid) attendance this 
past year works out to 9 hardy souls per month.  
 

HERE ARE SOME OF THE JULY PHOTOS  
 

 
Peter Schuytema again dug into  

his magic bag of classics and brought this 
 postwar consist headed by a 681 Turbine. 

 
Rob Cook's Super "O" #2549 set on joint maneuvers with the local Air Corps 
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Lynn Nystrom always appears with a gem in 

hand, such as this exquisite Flyer pre-war 
passenger consist..... 

 

August News 
The August 15 meet was attended by about 14 members 
(thank you!!) who took the monthly break-even analysis 
from last month's newsletter to heart. Not only was there 
cause to celebrate our financial success, but (by the way) 
with increased attendance came an interesting variety of 
trains.  And also the knock-down, drag out brawl that we 
call the auction. 
  
With Rick Rose's retirement from the duties attendant to 
the club's monthly opening ceremonies (again, thank you 
Rick!), Ray Gallahan volunteered to perform the chores. 
This wasn't even like military volunteering -- no non-
verbal threats or repercussions or anything of the sort.  
Actually, Ray manned up and stepped forward. Thank 
you Ray!! 
  
Now for the part where I do some personal catching up 
on things -- kind of like the little notes that come with 
Christmas cards saying "This is what we've been doing 
for the past year".  (YAWN). I (that is, your newsletter 
editor in chief) am no longer homeless. Nope.  6 months 
of navigating short sales, foreclosures and other assorted 
financial disasters and I did my best to help the 
economic morass by overpaying for a property -- and I 
was quite successful at accomplishing this.  But, I did 
get a room with a view AND a fair-sized basement room 
for ............... storage.  I had other (obvious) intentions 
for this space and had even sketched out a few 
improbable layout designs.  But when the boxes of stuff 
kept rolling in, the situation changed a bit. I guess guys 
collect  (and collect ... and collect) toys, and it seems 
that females collect clothes and food.  Sort of like 
nesting .... in preparation for the next great famine or 
locust infestation.  How could it be that 2 people need 2 
or 3 refrigerators?  When I was living solo, 1 refrigerator 
shelf for the generic diet soda and a small freezer to 
squeeze the ice cream and frozen waffles into was plenty 
of space. A whole refrigerator would have seemed like a 
cavern ...... until now.   
  
 

 

 
A couple of views of Peter Schuytema's postwar rectifier leading a string of 6464 box cars.  We 
also had a guest (member?) who brought the early postwar Lionel steam switcher and freight 

consist.  Again, the photographer is to blame for not recording our member's name in an 
appropriate fashion and will suffer admonishment by the newsletter editor.  

 

 
Rob Cook's City of Denver posing at the station 

NOW FOR SOME AUGUST PHOTOS 
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Since our last May/June Logger, we have had notification that several of our members or spouses have passed away.  Below are the write-ups for 
each of them. .   Sally Cole, wife of Dwayne Cole, passed away in May.     Don Rolstad passed away either the end of July or the first part of 
August - no other information is known.  Terry Smith was the Treasurer for our Treasure Valley Chapter and he passed away on August 21, 2020  
 

DON ROLSTAD 
The only information we have about Don Rolstad is 

from Dennis Karras.  He said he had been out of town 
the end of July and into the first part of August and that 

is when Don passed away.  His wife, Mary, who had 
been in a nursing home passed away three days later.  

 
 We offer our condolences to Don's family. 

 
Don and Leo visiting at the Ellensburg meet in 2006 

TERRY SMITH  
Terry Smith passed away on August 21, 2010 at St. Alphonsus hospital from heart failure.  Terry was very active in his 
home town of Meridian, Idaho, volunteering in many organizations, Parks & Recreation, Transportation and members of the 
Meridian Kiwanis and Chamber of Comerce.  He was a long time member of the Train Collectors Association and was very 
instrumental in the founding of the Treasure Valley Chapter of the Pacific Northwest Division.  He was took great pride in 
the Treasure Valley Hands-on Children's layout and the left picture below was taken at the WGH show in Portland in 2008.  
Terry was so proud of this layout and is the second from the right.  The picture to the right was taken in November of 2009 
when the fellows from Boise brought this layout to Puyallup and they were the hit of the show.   The children just loved 
being able to "run the trains themselves". 

 

SALLY MARIE COLE  
 

Many of you had gotten to know Sally - the beloved wife of Dwayne Cole from 
McMinnville, Oregon, who passed away on May 30th of this year.   Dwayne joined 
way back in 1979 and is an HR member.  He has been going thru some tough times 

and has decided it was the right time to get back to his love for his trains too.   
 

We hope to see you soon, Dwayne.  
  

The fall meet on November 7th would be a good time to get together.     
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As we all know, our friend Bill passed away on February 5, 2010.  His wife 
Kay, found this last article that Bill had started but never had sent it in for 
publication in the LOGGER.  I'm sure that all of you that have enjoyed his 

other 11 articles, will enjoy the final episode and it seems fitting it is  
about his favorite - the GG-1 

 
 

RIDING THE RAILS 
"The Venerable GG-1"     Part XII 

 
This loco was always referred to by trainmen as a "Motor".  It was much more than that.  There were 12 motors, one for each of 
twelve (12) 57" drive wheels.  Each traction motor generated 385 HP which generated 75,000 lbs. of traction force.  They ran silently 
and the only notice of their coming was the horn.  Anytime anyone in freight operation could get a "motor", elation reigned. 
 
They were designated for passenger service and easily pulled 18 heavyweight cars at 100 mph.  The original, or first, GG1 is at the PA 
Train Museum about a mile from the TCA Museum at Strasburg, PA  It is nicknamed "Ol' Rivets" because body plates are riveted 
together; later models were welded for a smooth and slick finish.  That combination of body and paint scheme with 5 gold stripes was 
unique and much admired.   It was designed by Raymond Leewy. 
 
The Pennsy had 139 of these locos.  IN 1934 during rigorous tests (before production) the single GG-1 went from 0 to 100 mph in 
64.5 seconds over and over again.  In 1959 the fleet of GG-1s accumulated 337,000,000 miles.  They weighed 460,000 lbs. 
 
In 1945, #4840 struck a bulldozer on the track at 80 mph near Stanton, DE.  It threw the dozer across 4 tracks and it's front truck 
derailed.  There was only a dent in the nose of the engine.   
 
When I was a pastor in Altoona, PA, I had many railroaders in my congregation.  One of the executives took me for a tour of the PRR 
shops.  This was in the early 60s so no steam engines were being constructed.  There were hundreds in the huge yard waiting to be 
scrapped. 
 
Other executives got me passes for riding locomotives and I rode in a GG-1 from Harrisburg to New York City!  What an experience.  
I could see the cab signals from my seat some 10 feet back.  There was no room to walk around but I could see the motors in the dim 
light.  As on most railroads, the fireman observed the track signals and called them for the engineer who would repeat the signal to 
verify that he heard it clearly.  A miniature duplicate of the signal was in the cab as well. 
 
Through the windshield the track ahead disappeared quickly as it ate up the miles and the beams supporting the catenary flew by so 
quickly I could hardly see them (except for those ahead). 
 
Of course, conversation in the engine was fairly easy although there was some sound of whirring motors. 
 
These magnificent engines were in service from 1934-59 until Amtrak came into being.  If my memory is correct, I think some were 
still in use in the late 70s and early 80s.  I could be a bit off but they were durable enough to continue if Amtrak had so chosen. 
 
It has been fun to write these articles and I hope you who read them have enjoyed the them.   
 
Jim Burke, one time TCA President said in the January 2007 Headquarters News "The Pennsy attempted to find the maximum 
capability of the GG-1 but, if accounts are true, the GG-1 always had more".  He used this analogy to suggest that the members of 
TCA have not yet discovered the club's maximum capability. 
 

Happy Modeling and Collecting, 
 

Bill Hollingsworth 
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A view of a crane that has been modified to move back 

and forth on its own rail 

 
The over view of the town of Polson, looking  

toward the logging operation 

 
This is the little yard switcher climbing the grade to 

cross over the bridge that spans the yard 

 
A view of the main line 

 
The engine roundhouse facility 

 
The Shay doing logging operation 

Barbara and Dick Flinchbaugh made a trip to Montana the first part of October and had fun spending the night at the home 
of Dorene and Merle Parise.  Merle is the Past President of the PNWD and his fantastic layout is 28 X 15 ft.. 

 
   The Parise home is in Polson, Montana.   
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FI RST CLASS MAIL  

 
 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seattle Chapter Meets 
 

The Seattle Chapter meets are now held on 
the 2nd Sunday of the month at the Lake City 
Community Center, 12531-28th Ave. NE, 
Seattle WA, Doors open 9:00 AM,  Contact  - -  
 
Mike Bowerman. 425-778-8750 
 
The next meet will be the Christmas Party on 

December 12 
 

No meet in November 
 

  

Barbara Flinchbaugh, Editor 
Train Collectors Association 
Pacific Northwest Division 
36066-57th Ave. So. 
Auburn, WA  98001-9306 
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Portland Chapter Meets 
 

The Portland Chapter meets are held the 3rd 
Sunday of the month at the Aloha Mall, 
18631 SW Tualatin Valley Highway  @ 
corner of SW 185th Ave., Aloha, OR   9:00 
AM to 1:00 PM, Meeting and Auction, 
Contact - - 
 
Steve D’Ambrosia,  503-658-4383 
 
The next meet will be October 17, 2010  
 

 
 

 REMEMBER 
YOU CAN SEE THE LOGGER IN 

BEAUTIFUL COLOR – JUST LOG ON TO 
OUR WEBSITE:   www.traincollector.org  

ENTER THE SITE & click on 
NEWSLETTERS - - ENJOY!!! 

 


